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Congratulations Nicki James!

The Australian Association of Environmental
Educators awarded Nicki James the 2009

Outstanding Contributor to NSW
Government Environmental Education. She
was recognised for 23 years of education
work at Warragamba Dam.

Nicki has been instrumental in evolving
technical tours at Warragamba into
environmental education programs that
focus on the school syllabus. She engages
children and young people with ideas about
water efficiency and water quality so they
can act for positive changes in their world.

Nicki first started as a casual guide at
Warragamba Dam giving tours inside the
facility and screening a reel-to-reel film
about Sydney’s engineering marvel. She
then secured a full-time position at Sydney
Water to run school excursions and public
tours of filtration plants, sewage treatment
plants, dams and secure catchments. Nicki
continued this role with the Sydney
Catchment Authority at Warragamba Dam.

‘I will remember the evening awards
ceremony with pride and honour. Itis a
wonderful way to be recognised by my
peers at the culmination of my working
career’ Nicki said.

Spring 2009

From all the Streamwatch team at Sydney
Catchment Authority and Sydney Water:
congratulations, Nicki!

National Water Week

National Water Week 2009, from 18-24
October, was a chance for everyone to get
involved in activities to help protect and
improve our water environments.

The National Water Week website
nationalwaterweek.org.au is a great source
of information and activities to learn about
water and water efficiency. School kits and
teaching materials are also available.

Sydney Water promoted water initiatives
across Sydney, the lllawarra and the Blue
Mountains during Water Week. These
included the Georges River Health
Monitoring Program to assess and
rehabilitate the Georges River and the Kids
Design Challenge (KDC) 2009 . Entries in
the challenge, which developed ideas to
improve our local built environments, were
displayed at the Powerhouse Museum on
Tuesday 27 October.

To find out more, call Sydney Water's
Community Education team on 8849 4978.

Top drop is on tap

Filling up from the tap has huge
environmental benefits and saves money.
You can refill a drink bottle over 1,300 times
from the tap for the average cost of just one
bottle of bought spring water.

Quality and confidence

QA Day 2009

On 24 August, 103 Streamwatch groups
from Sydney, the lllawarra, the Blue
Mountains, Southern Tablelands and
Shoalhaven took part in Quality Assurance
Day 2009. Three National Association of
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Testing Authorities (NATA) accredited
laboratories also took part in the event.

Quiality Assurance Day 2009 assessed the
accuracy and reliability of Streamwatch data
compared to professional laboratories.

This year the results were analysed
differently from previous years, using a
scientifically stronger methodology.
Acceptable limits were set before testing
based on the resolution and precision of the
equipment used to test each parameter.

The lower limits for pH, EC, turbidity,
phosphate and faecal coliform were
calculated by subtracting the acceptable
limit from the lowest lab result for each
parameter. The upper limit was calculated
by adding the acceptable limit to the highest
lab value for each parameter. As the
analytical methods have changed, we
cannot compare results from previous
years.

On average, 72.6% of groups achieved the
acceptable range for the parameters tested.

Participant results were of a generally high
standard, which confirms that most groups
are able to calibrate equipment correctly
and test accurately. This shows that
Streamwatch results can be used with
confidence.

Congratulations and thank you to all the

groups that participated in Quality
Assurance Day 2009.

Warragamba Dam Grounds
reopen
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Warragamba Dam Grounds were reopened
to the public on 8 November after being
closed since 1998 for a $240 million
program of major upgrades. These include:

$111 million auxiliary spillway to
withstand a worst case scenario flood

$62 million deep water pumping station
to access deep water in the dam

$23 million upgrade of the dam'’s entire
electrical network

$20 million visitors centre and new
operations building (under construction)

$15 million upgrade of the valve house
lifts, crest crane and stoplog rails

$9 million replacing pipeline valves,
spares and inspections as well as
fencing and painting.

Facilities at the dam include picnic tables,
shelter sheds, toilets and interpretive
signage about the dam and surrounding
area. The grounds also include three new
viewing platforms overlooking the dam wall.

Warragamba Dam wall remains closed to
the public. It is currently under construction
to upgrade the dam'’s flood gates. Access to
the dam wall will be reviewed in 2012 when
work is complete.

A free shuttle bus will run from Penrith train
station to Warragamba Dam on weekends
in November. A new state-of-the-art Visitor
Centre at the dam will open in early 2010.
To find out more go to:
http://www.sca.nsw.gov.au/recreation

Dates for the diary

December
5 International Volunteers Day
7 —13 Coast Care Week



