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Summer 2008
QA results

Congratulations and thank you to the 126
Streamwatch groups that participated in
Quality Assurance (QA) 2008.

Establishing and maintaining effective QA is
crucial to the success of Streamwatch. It
means that organisations like Sydney Water,
Sydney Catchment Authority, councils and
catchment management authorities can
confidently use the data you collect for their
environmental reporting.

This year’s event continued to show strong
performance, with 87% of groups achieving
results in the acceptable range. One of the
biggest improvements in 2008 was testing for
turbidity. This is an outstanding achievement.

For a full wrap up of QA2008, head to
www.streamwatch.org.au and follow the links
to Quality Assurance Day 2008.
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Website data entry

One of the important changes to the
Streamwatch website is that your data now
exists in one of three states — saved,
submitted or verified. This helps us to
manage your data from the time you upload it,
to the time that it's verified and stored as a
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permanent record. The three states are as
follows:

Saved — uploaded data is initially stored in a
saved state. Groups can edit and/or delete
their own saved data. Regional coordinators
can view as read only.

Submitted — data must be submitted by for
verification. Regional coordinators can then
edit, delete or verify data submitted data.
Groups can view as read only.

Verified — verified data is permanently stored
in the database and is read only.

How to submit your data
To submit saved data:

select ‘Enter/review site data’ from the
side navigation menu

click the ‘Review data’ hyperlink
click the ‘Submit’ button.

Don't forget to check that your data is
complete and accurate before submitting!

Data clean-up

During the website rebuild, a lot of poor
quality data was dredged up from the
database. Your help is needed to work out
which of these data sets should be submitted
for verification, and which should be deleted.

Please cross check any ‘saved’ data sets
against your records and delete those that are
incorrect or duplicates.

New SCA visitor centre

The Sydney Catchment Authority’s (SCA)
new visitor centre will open at Warragamba
Dam in 2009.

The new centre will include educational
facilities and an exhibition space featuring
audiovisual material and interactive displays
about the SCA dams and catchments, and
the history and future of Sydney’'s water

supply.



The SCA is building three viewing platforms
as part of the new centre to give visitors views
of the dam wall and Lake Burragorang. The
grounds around the centre, including Haviland
Park, will also undergo a major refurbishment.

Staff changes
Departures

Farewell and thank you to Celia Busteed and
Emily Christopherson and best wishes to Myly
Truong.

Celia started with Streamwatch in 2000 and
has a long association with groups in the
Georges river catchment. Celia has moved on
to local government.

Emily started with Streamwatch as a graduate
in 2006 and soon won a position as a regional
coordinator. Emily has moved on to a major
utility in the energy sector.

Myly is taking 12 months maternity leave in
20009.

Arrivals

Welcome aboard to our new Community
Education Officers, all of whom have come
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from Sydney Olympic Park Authority’s
Education team. They are:

Manu Black — North Western Sydney
Hayley Bates — Central and Western Sydney

Liz Minor — South Western Sydney and Blue
Mountains

Reshuffle

Claire Evans will be taking the reins as
regional coordinator for Southern Sydney and
lllawarra.

Tips for an environmentally
friendly Christmas

Don't just give gifts this year, consider the
environment and give enviro-friendly gifts.
This will ensure that both your loved ones and
your planet will be happy!

Our top five tips for an enviro-friendly
Christmas are:

Use a Wollemi Pine as a Christmas tree.
With a green thumb and a little love
they’'ll be around for millions of years to
come.

Create beautiful fabric gift bags instead
of using wrapping paper. These will be
cherished and are re-usable.

Decorate your house with native plants
such as Christmas bush, Christmas
bells or Christmas orchids rather than
exotic varieties.

Cut greenhouse emissions with energy-
saving Christmas lights. Use 5 watt
instead of 7 watt bulbs to reduce energy
use by 30 per cent. Better still, use
LEDs and save 99 per cent!

Give a gift voucher for massages or
volunteer your services for some
household chores — who needs a
dishwasher anyway!



